Very Special Arts (VSA)

1823 Connecticut Avenue, NW

Suite 417

Washington, DC  20009

(202) 332-6960 (Voice and TDD)

Handicapping Conditions Served: All handicaps.

Users Served: Disabled persons, parents, teachers, and volunteers.

The Organization: Established in 1974, Very Special Arts (formerly the National Committee,
Arts with the Handicapped) is an educationaJ affiliate of the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts. It disseminates information about curriculum and instruction in the arts
for handicapped people and publicizes the need for the benefit of expanded arts
opportunities for handicapped people. VSA sponsors "Very Special Arts Festivals" in 440
sites across the country which offer in-service training to teachers and administrators,
workshops and performances by visiting artists, and opportunities for handicapped children
to demonstrate or perform in the arts. VSA has conducted research in the areas of model
arts programs for the handicapped and in personnel preparation through grants provided by
the Department of Education's Special Education Programs office.

Information Services: The Committee has compiled lists of national, state, and local
organizations with art programs for the handicapped, model sites and other programs which
VSA recognizes for excellence, and sources of financial assistance for establishing programs
and conducting research projects. Materials about VSA research and demonstration projects
and other publications are available for a nominal charge and include reviews of special
projects, curriculum ideas for parents and teachers, resource guides and bibliographies,
Brochures emphasizing the importance of art, music, dance, and drama for handicapped
persons are also available. The VSA Newsletter, published quarterly, contains information
about arts programs for individuals with disabilities around the country.

Vision Foundation, Inc.

818 Mt. Auburn Street

Water-town, MA  02172

(617) 926-4232

(800) 852-3029 (Toll-Free In Massachusetts)

Handicapping Conditions Served:  Blindness, visual impairment.

Users Served:   Disabled persons, optometrists, ophthalmologists, social workers.

The Organization: Vision Foundation, Inc. is a self-help organization whose primary goal is
to assist persons with sight loss in adjusting to their disability and receiving services. In
addition to the information and referral program described below, support services are
available to persons in Massachusetts and neighboring states, through one local chapter and
self-help groups,

Information Services: The Foundation operates an information, referral and follow-up
center, which handles inquiries on the availability of large print materials and aids and
appliances, social security and other benefits and services, travel, housing, employment,
recreation, and other areas. The Foundation also distributes materials in large print, braille,
and recorded formats, such as catalogs, self-help tapes, and brochures. Vision Views, the
Foundation's quarterly newsletter, is a membership benefit available in large print and on
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